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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 


of  your  District  for  the  year  1938. 

GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area,  in  acres  52,862 

Population,  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  mid  1938  ...  13*950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  end  of  1938 4,446 

Rateable  value,  1st  April,  1938  ^53,868 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £224 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  89  87  176 

Illegitimate  5 5 10 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  13.3 

Males  Females  Total 

Still  Births  4 2 6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 31 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  89  80  169 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  12.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 


Rates  per  1 ,000  total 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

(live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

Nil 

Nil 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  27 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  23 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  100 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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Comparison  with  some 

of  the  figures  for  the  whole 

country 

is  as  follows : 

England  & Wales 

District 

Birth-rate  

I5-1 

I3-3 

Death-rate  

1 1.6 

12. 1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

53 

27 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  Death  during  1938,  viz. : 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

G.P.I.  Tabes,  etc.  

1 

— 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

9 

18 

27 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

7 

4 

11 

Heart  Disease  

23 

21 

44 

Aneurysm  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis  

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

3 

2 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea,  etc 

— 

— ' 

— 

Appendicitis,  etc.  

1 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  

2 

1 

3 

Senility  

8 

9 

U 

Suicide  

5 

— 

5 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

4 

4 

8 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

9 

4 

13 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

89 

80 

169 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

These  remain  the  same  as  set  out  in  previous  Reports,  and  I 
need  only  refer  to  one : — 

The  Sanatorium,  Evesham. 

This  now  serves  as  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  three 
Districts — 

Evesham  Urban, 

Evesham  Rural,  and 
Per  shore  Rural. 

It  would  be  well  if  the  contemplated  extensions  of  this 
institution  were  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

Within  the  existing  accommodation  it  is  only  convenient  to 
receive  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

Provision  is  required  for  the  isolation,  care  and  treatment  of 
patients  stricken  with  the  less  frequent  diseases  such  as  Enteric 
and  Para-Typhoid  fevers,  Encephalitis,  Polio-myelitis  and  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis. 

For  the  present,  cases  of  these  diseases  can  be  sent,  when  it  is 
necessary,  to  the  Worcester  City  Fever  Hospital  under  arrangements 
made  between  the  three  Authorities  concerned  and  the  Worcester 
Corporation. 

This  may  not  always  be  convenient. 

At  the  Evesham  Sanatorium  there  are  also  needed  isolation 
cubicles  wherein  cases  of  doubtful  diagnosis  may  be  received  for 
observation. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Water 

Rainfall  in  the  winter  months  was  very  low : in  November 
and  December,  1937,  below  the  average,  and  quite  remarkably 
small  in  February,  March  and  April,  1938 — a spring  drought,  in 
fact. 

In  consequence,  the  yield  from  the  springs  was  much  reduced, 
but  afforded  ample  supply  to  the  districts  served. 

From  July  26th  to  November  29th  you  were  able  once  again 
to  give  some  help  to  the  Evesham  Borough  Council  to  augment 
their  supply  in  a time  of  need. 

Bacterial  examination  of  samples  taken  regularly  showed  the 
water  to  maintain  its  usual  good  quality. 

Details  of  your  scheme  for  the  renewal  and  extension  of  mains 
and  a new  reservoir  at  Broadway,  and  the  progress  of  the  work 
are  set  out  in  Mr.  Atkinson’s  report,  which  is  appended. 

Sewerage 

The  extensions  and  improvements  at  Badsey,  Broadway  and 
Mid-Littleton  are  described  in  Mr.  Atkinson’s  Report. 
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He  has  now  under  consideration  ways  and  means  to  rectify 
defects  and  deficiencies  disclosed  at  the  Kemerton  disposal  works. 

House  refuse  was  collected  and  removed  regularly  from  all 
villages  in  the  District. 

Camping 

There  are  at  present  no  sites  licensed  for  camping. 

In  the  summer  months,  but  especially  in  August,  visitors  camp 
in  various  places  along  the  banks  of  the  Avon. 

While  some  people  maintain  a good  standard  of  camp  conduct 
and  management,  others  do  not;  and  some  complaints  have  been 
received. 

On  account  of  these  you  are  seeking  approval  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  your  adoption  of  byelaws  to  prevent  nuisances  arising 
from  the  occupation  of  tents,  vans,  sheds  and  other  similar  structures 
as  human  dwellings. 

Without  such  byelaws  you  have  little  or  no  power  to  enforce 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  irregularities  that  may  arise  from 
them.  For  past  experience  has  shown  us  how  extremely  difficult 
it  is  to  satisfy  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  that  a statutory 
nuisance  exists,  even  in  a case  in  which  evidence  was  adduced  in 
support  of  the  genuine  complaints  you  had  been  receiving. 

The  court  may  find  it  easier  to  decide  a simple  question — 
whether  a byelaw  has  been  infringed  or  not. 

Bed  Bugs 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  from  Mr.  Atkinson’s  observations  that 
these  disgusting  vermin  had  no  discoverable  haunts  in  Evesham 
Rural  District  in  1938. 

Housing 

In  1938  the  number  of  new  houses  built  was  well  above  the 
average  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  but  a little  below  that  for  the 
last  five. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  these  figures:  — 

During  1928-32  there  were  built  131  by  Council,  130  privately. 


I933'37 

205 

191 

1928-37 

336 

321 

Annual  average  for 

five 

years  1928-1932 

52.2 

55 

1 933" 1 937 

79.2 

ten 

„ 1928-1937 

65.7 

Number  erected  in  1 

^0 

00 

76 

These  figures  show  the  continuous  and  accelerating  progress 
that  has  gone  on.  But  there  is  no  need  to  seek  evidence  of  this  in 
statistics  : it  has  stood  patent  to  all  who  look  around  as  they  pass 
about  the  countryside. 

On  the  other  hand,  since  1932  there  have  been  condemned 
1 19  houses,  of  which  67  have  been  demolished  and  52  closed 


5 


although  not  yet  pulled  down.  And  of  others  not  in  all  respects  fit 
for  human  habitation  Mr.  Atkinson  reports  that  in  have  now  been 
rendered  fit  as  the  result  of  formal  and  informal  notices  given  to 
the  owners. 

Overcrowding  is  gradually  being  relieved,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  remained  only  20  eases  to  be  dealt  with — less  than 
one  house  in  every  200  in  the  District. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
The  duties  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 
1928,  are  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
Sanitary  Inspectors  can  also  take  samples  under  the  Acts. 

All  dairies  and  slaughterhouses  are  under  the  supervision  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  by  whom  they  are  visited  periodically. 

A whole-time  Veterinary  Officer  for  the  County,  appointed 
by  the  County  Council,  now  undertakes  routine  quarter  examina- 
tion of  cattle  in  “ Grade  A ” herds;  the  tracing  of  tuberculous  milk 
samples  under  Section  4 of  *he  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  and  clinical  examinations  of  cows  in  registered  dairies. 

The  remainder  of  the  veterinary  work  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts,  1894-1935,  and  all  Orders  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture connected  therewith,  has  been  left  with  the  Local  Veterinary 
Inspectors  who  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Constable  of 
the  County. 

Report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901  on 

1st  July,  1938). 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

I' — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

33 

1 

None 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

21 

1 

None 

Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (including  works  of 
building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  in- 
cluding outworkers’  pre- 
mises). 

| None 

None 

None 

! 54 

2 

None 

6 


2. — Defects  found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

defects  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

respect  of 
which 
Prosecu- 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

tions  were 
instituted 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.i)  

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

7 

7 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S  .7) 

insufficient 
unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

1 

not  separate  for 

sexes- 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops! 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937.) 

TOTAL  j 

8 

7 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES. 

(Section  108  of  Act  of  1901  ; Section  III  of  Act  of  1937) 

There  were  no  instances  of  this  during  the  year. 

(Signed)  G.  E.  HARTHAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


25th  May,  1939. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Age  Groups. 

Under  i year 
i—  2 years 
3 4 > > 

5—io 
ii— 15 
1 6 — 20  ,, 
21—35 
36—45 
46—65 

66  and  over 


3 


Puerperal 

Pyrexia 


Wo 


Q 


2 


Totals 


18  15  32 


SCARLET  FEVER 


The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  eighteen  cases  of 
this  disease  notified  during  1938.  Fifteen  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  Hospital,  the  remaining  three  cases  being  nursed  at  home : 


Locality 

Occurred 

Total 

Hinton 

January  (1) 

1 

Sedgeberrow 

January  (1),  March  (1) 

2 

Pebworth 

March  (1),  August  (2), 

September  (1),  November  (1) 

5 

Ab  Lench 

April  (1) 

1 

Badsey 

June  (1) 

1 

Norton 

June  (1) 

1 

Broadway 

July  (1) 

1 

Beckford 

July  (1) 

1 

Rous  Lench 

November  (2) 

2 

Inkberrow 

December  (3) 

3 

Totals 

January  (2),  March  (2),  April  (1), 

June  (2),  July  (2),  August  (2), 

September  (1),  November  (3), 

December  (3) 

18 

Nearly  all  the  cases  were  sporadic,  and  it  will  be  noticed  widely 
distributed  throughout  the  months  of  the  year  and  the  villages  of 
the  district. 


DIPHTHERIA 

It  is  pleasant  to  report  that  the  District  was  entirely  free  from 
this  disease  throughout  the  year. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

The  three  cases  notified  occurred,  one  at  Bretforton  in  May, 
one  at  Overbury  in  July  and  the  remaining  case  at  Childswickham 
in  August.  Two  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  all 
three  made  good  recoveries. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Two  cases  were  notified  at  Childswickham  in  August  and  at 
Overbury  in  October.  Both  patients  recovered  without  impairment 
of  vision. 


PNEUMONIA 

Four  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
five  deaths  due  to  this  disease  were  registered. 

The  deaths  refer  to  all  forms  of  Pneumonia,  not  all  cases  are 
notified,  only  some  types  of  Pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  18  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during 
1938: 

New  Cas'  Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Age  Periods. 


1 year 
years 


Under 
1—  4 
5—i4 
15—24 

25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65  and  upwards 

Totals 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Number  of  deaths  from  non-notified  Tuberculosis  1 

Total  number  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  10 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  regularly  and  promptly  given 
by  the  practitioners  in  the  District  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  definitely 
diagnosed.  In  cases  of  doubt  or  only  suspicion  the  opinion  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  is  freely  sought. 

The  single  case  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  included  in  the 
above  Table  was  that  of  a patient  with  congenital  heart  disease. 

The  cardiac  was  the  predominant  defect  and  the  chronic 
tuberculous  condition  which  was  regarded  to  have  existed  was 
thought  to  have  been  previously  notified. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  notification  and  death-rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  the  last  22  years : 


Notification  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Pulmonary. 

N on-Pulmon  ary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

1938. 

.86 

•43 

.50 

.22 

I937- 

1.22 

•29 

.50 

.22 

x936- 

.50 

•36 

.58 

•29 

*935- 

•92 

.21 

.64 

0.0 

I934- 

.85 

.21 

•57 

•°7 

j933- 

1. 12 

•37 

•!5 

.08 

:932- 

1. 14 

.38 

.69 

.76 

I93I- 

•99 

.30 

.61 

.30 

i93°. 

1. 10 

.48 

•57 

.08 

x929- 

.81 

•36 

•72 

•!7 

1928. 

1.80 

•63 

•72 

.09 

i927. 

.66 

>29 

•57 

.19 

1926, 

1.06 

.48 

.38 

.10 

:925- 

1.28 

.61 

•29 

.10 

I924- 

I-38 

.88 

•29 

•24 

I923* 

1.20 

.40 

.11 

.21 

i ~>22. 

.01 

•93 

.40 

0.0 

Ij2l. 

1.24 

•95 

.63 

•32 

1920. 

2.00 

.63 

.10 

0.0 

I9I9* 

2.62 

1.20 

0.0 

0.0 

1918. 

1.94 

.65 

.11 

.11 

1917. 

2.40 

•51 

.11 

.11 

SCHOOLS 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  in  the  District 
during  the  year  owing  to  illness. 

I append  the  Report  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Atkinson,  to  whom 

I am  deeply  indebted  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  always  readily 
gives  me. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  HARTHAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sheriffs  Lench, 

Evesham. 

May,  1939. 
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Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1938. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

This  year  I am  including  the  rainfalls  as  recorded  at  Beckford, 
which  is  situated  within  the  Council’s  district,  also  at  Evesham. 
The  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Beckford, 
and  Mr.  Abbott,  Borough  Engineer,  Evesham. 


Beckford 

Evesham 

January 

2.65 

2.27 

February 

0.72 

0.60 

March  

0.27 

0.26 

April  

0.24 

0.10 

May  

M5 

1.48 

June  

0.98 

1-23 

July  ...  ... 

2.42 

2.36 

August 

4.55 

3.01 

September 

2.07 

1.68 

October 

2.52 

2.40 

November 

2.49 

2.25 

December 

2.91 

2-75 

Total 

23.27 

20.39 

The  average  annual  rainfall  at  Beckford  during  the  last  twelve 
years  was  27.42  inches  and  at  Evesham  25.27. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  that  the  rainfall  was 
below  the  average  with  the  result  that  the  yields  of  the  springs 
declined  considerably  by  September  and  October.  In  spite  of  this, 
however,  there  was  fairly  abundant  supplies  for  the  requirements 
of  the  districts  which  possess  public  supplies.  This  refers  to  the 
zones  supplied  from  Stanway,  Broadway  and  Buckland,  which  of 
course  comprise  the  major  part  of  your  district. 

As  to  parochial  supplies,  viz, : Kemerton,  Beckford  and 
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Ashton-under-Hill,  which  are  owned  by  the  Council,  only  Beckford 
supply  caused  any  anxiety  during  the  dry  period.  Restrictions  had 
to  be  imposed  for  a few  weeks.  A leak  was,  however,  located  in  a 
collecting  tank  and  when  that  was  repaired  the  supply  improved 
considerably. 

The  Council  entered  into  an  Agreement  with  the  owner  of 
other  springs  in  the  vicinity  of  Beckford  supply  whereby  the 
Council  have  the  right  to  take  all  the  surplus  water.  This,  together 
with  additional  springs  which  the  Council  are  negotiating  for  will 
make  Beckford  supply  completely  satisfactory  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Overbury  and  Conderton  supplies  are  owned  b)  a private 
estate.  These  supplies  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Great  care  is  taken  to  ensure  the  purity  of  all  supplies.  Samples 
are  taken  at  Stanway,  Buckland,  Kemerton,  Overbury  and  Ashton- 
under-Hill  quarterly  and  at  Broadway  monthly.  The  samples  are 
forwarded  to  the  County  Analyst  who  makes  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical analyses. 

In  every  instance  the  supplies  were  satisfactory,  except  one 
report  respecting  Broadway  Village  supply.  While  the  water  was 
not  at  all  bad  it  was  found  that  surface  water  gained  access  to  a 
very  small  spring.  This  spring  was  cut  off  from  the  supply  since 
when  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  scheme  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  and  which 
comprises  the  renewal  of  mains  from  Badsey  to  Peb worth;  from 
Childswickham  to  Aston  Somerville  and  Hinton-on-the-Green ; 
from  Honeybourne  to  Ullington;  an  extension  from  Bretforton  to 
Weston  Subedge  Station;  new  mains  at  Childswickham;  new  mains 
at  Broadway,  also  a new  reservoir  at  Broadway  (90,000  gallons 
capacity)  at  a total  estimated  cost  of  ^17,100  received  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  certain  difficulties  the  Ministry  sanctioned  the  works 
being  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

The  works  were  commenced  in  December.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  Report,  all  the  new  mains  at  Childswickham  are  com- 
pleted and  a few  houses  have  been  connected.  Services  can  now  be 
laid  inside  the  houses  which  should  be  a boon  to  the  residents, 
who  formerly  had  to  put  up  with  a stand  post  supply. 

The  laying  of  new  and  larger  mains  at  Broadway  is  in  progress. 

The  parishes  of  Inkberrow,  Abbots  Morton,  Church  Lench 
. and  Rous  Lench  are  still  dependent  upon  private  wells  for  their 
water  supplies.  Several  wells  at  the  Cookhill  portion  of  Inkberrow 
are  unsatisfactory. 

Apart  from  Cookhill  which  might  possibly  be  supplied  from 
Redditch,  the  Council  did  not  know  where  to  look  for  a possible 
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supply  for  the  remainder  of  Inkberrow,  Abbots  Morton,  Church 
Lench  and  Rous  Lench,  as  there  was  no  likely  source  within  a 
reasonable  distance. 

Now  that  Coventry  Corporation  intend  to  take  a supply  from 
the  River  Severn,  near  Upton-on-Severn,  and  that  their  main  will 
pass  through  Church  Lench,  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will  be 
made  with  Coventry  City  Council  to  draw  a supply  from  their 
main  at  Church  Lench  for  the  parishes  mentioned. 

If  this  does  eventually  come  to  pass  the  whole  of  your  area 
would  be  satisfactory  as  regards  water  supplies. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

A sewer  extension  was  carried  out  to  drain  property  at  The 
Leys,  Badsey,  where  ten  cesspits  were  abolished 

A sewer  was  also  laid  at  Springfield  Lane,  Broadway,  at  a cost 
exceeding  £600.  This  enabled  the  Council  to  abolish  five  cesspits 
and  to  abate  a serious  nuisance  caused  by  overflows  from  cesspits 
discharging  into  the  roadside  ditch. 

A new  septic  tank  and  appurtenant  drainage  works  were  con- 
structed to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  several  houses  at  Middle 
Littleton. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Kemerton. 
These  works  consist  of  only  a small  screen  chamber  from  which 
sewage  runs  on  to  the  land.  There  is  very  little  purification  and 
serious  pollution  of  the  brook  was  noted. 

A Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  inspect  these  works  and 
to  report  thereon. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  required  at 
Bretforton,  Church  Honeybourne  and  Cow  Hneybourne,  but  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  do  anything  in  that  direction  until  the 
new  water  mains  are  laid  to  these  villages. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  some  local  pollution  of  streams  at  Bretforton  and 
Honeybourne,  but  nothing  can  be  added  to  what  has  been  stated 
in  previous  reports. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Twenty  pail  or  privy  lavatories  were  converted  to  W.C.s. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  REMOVAL. 

The  Council’s  two  vehicles  now  collect  house  refuse  from  all 
villages  except  Kemerton,  Overbury  and  Cleeve  Prior,  where  the 
work  is  still  carried  out  by  contract. 

At  Broadway  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly,  Overbury  weekly, 
Cleeve  Prior  quarterly  and  all  other  villages  monthly. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Particulars  are  appended  to  this  report. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

The  Council  have  adopted  Regulations  governing  camping 
sites  but  no  licences  have  yet  been  issued. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  this  district  is  the  number  of  campers 
which  come  to  the  district  for  August  holiday  week  only. 

It  is  found  that  such  camps  are  difficult  to  control. 

It  is  expected  that  some  licences  will  be  applied  for  during  the 
coming  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  as  to  smoke  nuisances  were  received  during  the 
year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  this  area. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  Council’s  employees  who  have  redecorated  several  Council 
houses  during  the  year  did  not  find  any  bugs. 

In  the  few  instances  where  bugs  have  been  found  previously 
the  houses  were  fumigated  by  the  Council’s  employees. 

I do  not  think  there  are  many  infested  houses  in  the  district. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  at  Schools  are  fairly  good. 

The  water  supply  at  Cookhill  School  is  unsatisfactory.  As 
mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  this  cannot  be  remedied 
until  a public  supply  is  provided. 

HOUSING. 

Thirty-two  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  44  by  private  enterprise. 

The  thirty-two  erected  by  the  Council  were  built  in  the 
following  villages  : 

Harvington  * 12 

Offenham 10  - 

Pebworth  8 

Aston  Somerville 2 
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Plans  have  been  approved 
undermentioned  programme  for  1939  : 
Broadway 
Bretforton 
Hinton 
Harvington 
South  Littleton 
Church  Honeybourne 


and  Tenders  obtained  for  the 


14  houses 
12 
10 
2 
4 
4 
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These  will  be  commenced  at  once.  The  following  table  shows 
that  890  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council : 


HOUSES  ERECTED  IN  EVESHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 
TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Parish. 

1909  1919 

Housing  Act  Act. 

1924 

Act. 

1925 

Act 

1930 

Act 

1935 

Act 

Totals 

Aldington  

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Ashton-under-Hill  .... 

— 

— 

l8 

5 

I 

— 

24 

Aston  Somerville  

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Badsey  

— 

24 

3° 

!7 

5 

— 

76 

Bretforton  

20 

12 

24 

— 

— 

— 

56 

Broadway  

60 

6 

108 

32 

16 

4 

226 

Childswickham  

— 

6 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Honeybourne 

— 

12 

6 

7 

5 

— 

3° 

Church  Lench  

— 

■ — 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Cleeve  Prior  

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Cow  Honeybourne  ... 

10 

8 

16 

— 

— 

— 

34 

Harvington  

l6 

— 

18 

2 

9 

1 

46 

Hin  ton-on-the-Green . . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

N.  & M.  Littleton  .... 

24 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

46 

S.  Littleton  

16 

18 

2 

7 

— 

43 

Norton  

— 

20 

16 

— 

— 

36 

Offenham  

26 

— 

20 

— 

12 

— 

58 

Pebworth  

10 

— 

18 

— 

T4 

— 

42 

Rous  Lench  

— 

— 

8 

1 

3 

— 

12 

Sedgeberrow  

— 

— 

27 

2 

— 

29 

Wickhamford  

— 

*4 

. 10 

12 

— 

— 

36 

Beckford  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Inkberrow  

2 

12 

3 

5 

— 

22 

Totals  

171 

153 

395 

89 

77 

5 

890 

Sixteen  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

The  Council  purchased  the  “ Bull  Ring,”  South  Littleton, 
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where  five  condemned  houses  are  being  demolished.  Four  cottages 
will  be  erected  on  the  site. 

The  Council  have  also  purchased  a site  at  Harvington  where 
some  old  cottages  will  be  pulled  down  and  new  houses  erected. 

What  is  known  as  the  Blacksmith’s  shop  site  at  Harvington 
has  also  been  purchased  by  the  Council.  Here  it  is  proposed  to 
demolish  two  unfit  houses  and  to  erect  two  cottages  on  the  site. 
Tenders  have  been  obtained  for  these. 

The  Council  purchased  a site  containing  five  condemned 
cottages  at  the  Village  Street,  Harvington.  These  cottages  have  been 
demolished  and  the  site  added  to  the  highway  where  chestnut  trees 
have  been  planted. 

Since  the  Housing  Act  1930  came  into  force 
67  houses  have  been  demolished. 

52  closed  but  not  demolished. 
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25  houses  reconditioned  after  formal  notices. 

86  houses  reconditioned  as  a result  of  informal  notices. 

The  Council  have  therefore  not  only  completed  their  pro- 
gramme as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  but  have  done  more  than  was 
set  out  in  the  programme.  There  is,  however,  still  much  which 
requires  to  be  done  because  there  are  still  a number  of  unfit  and 
defective  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

When  the  programme  for  1939  is  completed,  the  Council  will 
be  able  to  deal  with  a few  more  unfit  and  defective  houses. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS. 

Ten  houses  were  reconditioned  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts  and  works  are  now  in  progress  at  twenty-four 
houses. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Three  overcrowding  cases  were  abated. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district,  but  there 
are  two  private  registered  and  ten  licenced  slaughter  houses. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  inspections  of  these  were  made  during 
the  year. 

Approximately  200  pigs,  50  calves,  250  beasts  and  500  sheep 
carcases  were  inspected. 

The  following  meat  was  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered : 

2 Bovine  carcasses 

2 Pigs’  heads. 

1 Sheep  carcase. 

1 Liver. 

1 Kidney. 
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Three  breaches  of  the  Byelaws  were  found,  two  of  which  were 
want  of  limewashing.  The  other  was  that  the  slaughter-house  was 
used  as  a store. 

Some  of  the  small  slaughter-houses  are  used  only  occasionally 
with  the  result  that  many  unnecessary  inspections  are  made  by 
my  department 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

No.  of  registered  cow  keepers  107 

No.  of  retailers  56 

Approximate  number  of  cows  1400 

No.  of  accredited  licences  26 

No.  of  T.T.  licences  4 

Yards  improved  7 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  3 

New  cooling  houses  and  sterilising  equipment  ...  9 

New  cowsheds  erected  4 

Cowshed  floors  improved 3 


FACTORIES. 

The  new  Factory  Act  came  into  force  during  the  year.  All 
workshops  are  designated  as  factories  under  the  Act. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  every  factory  in  the  area  and  a 
new  register  compiled. 

A list  of  the  factories  was  forwarded  to  H.M.  Factory  Inspector, 
who  also  let  me  have  a list  of  the  factories  on  his  register,  in  order 
to  ensure  that  none  was  omitted  by  either  party  in  compiling  the 
registers. 

Sixty-one  inspections  were  made. 

Seven  defects  were  discovered  as  regards  want  of  cleanliness. 
These  were  all  remedied  after  verbal  notice. 

One  defect  as  regards  insufficient  lavatory  accommodation  was 
found.  This  however  has  not  been  remedied. 

One  certificate  was  issued  as  regards  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire. 

Forty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  outworkers’  premises. 
All  the  outworkers  are  engaged  upon  glove  making. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  by  myself  and 
staff  in  connection  with  air  raid  precautions,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  plans.  Several  weeks  were  spent  pre- 
paring plans  for  adapting  premises  as  first-aid  posts.  I am  afraid, 
however,  much  time  has  been  wasted  in  this  direction. 


I thank  you  for  the  confidence  which  you  have  reposed  in  me. 
I also  thank  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Dr.  Harthan 
and  my  staff  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  assistance  during 
what  has  been  a strenuous  and  difficult  year — difficult  owing  to 
changes  in  staff.  Assistants  who  had  just  become  useful  left  to  take 
up  other  and  better  appointments. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

REGINALD  J,  ATKINSON. 


5th  April,  1939. 
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EVESHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health : G.  E.  Harthan, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.  (Camb.). 

( b ) Sanitary  Inspectors  : Reginald  J.  Atkinson,  Cert. R. San. Inst., 

M.Inst.M.  & Cy.E.,  F.F.A.S. 

George  E.  Knight, 

D.  C.  Thompson,  Cert. R.San. Inst. 

(c)  Others  : R.  Ballard. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 
ended  the  31st  December,  1938. 


Infectious 
Diseases,  etc. 


Visits  to  houses  on  account  of  notifiable 

disease 

Houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Other  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  


Housing. 


Houses  erected:  (a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  or 
subsidy 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects 

(b)  Number  (included  above)  inspected  and 
recorded  under  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  ... 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  unfit 

for  habitation  

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding 
c.)  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  ... 


2.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  after  informal  action  ... 


3.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  9,  10,  and  16. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  or 
defects  remedied  

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  subsequently  ren- 
dered fit  after  notice  by 

(a)  The  Owner 

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owmer  ... 


4.  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  or 
defects  remedied  

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  subsequently  ren- 
dered fit  after  notice  by 

(a)  The  Owner 

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owner  ... 

5.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  11  and  13. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


46 

23 

5 

32 

44 

398 

137 

15 

23 

42 

80 

42 

None 

261 

232 

None 

16 
16 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (continued). 

Housing — cont. 

6.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  12. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made 
(b)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

None 

rendered  fit  ... 

7 Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding, 
(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

None 

the  end  of  the  year 

20 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

21 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 
(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

137 

reported  during  the  year 
(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

None 

lieved  during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

3 

cases  

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

21 

overcrowding 

.(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con- 

None 

sider  it  desirable  to  report 

— 

Dirty  Houses  dealt  with  ... 

3 

Yards  paved  or  repaved 

6 

Moveable  Dwell 

No.  observed  ... 

1 1 

ings.  Caravans, 
etc. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

None 

House  Drainage 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

86 

etc. 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ... 

20 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

78 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

83 

rectified  ... 

Tn  what  parishes,  if  any,  is  there  need  for  a 

4 

sewerage  scheme,  or  improvements  in 

See 

sewage  disposal  ? 

remarks 

*No.  of  privy  middens  in  use  at  end  of  year  ... 
*No.  of  earth  or  pail  closets  in  use  at  end  of 

None 

year 

None 

(*  Urban  Districts  only). 

Water  Closets 

No.  of  privy  or  pail  conversions  including 

additional  W.C.s 

20 

No.  of  defective  W.C.’s  remedied 

No.  of  Slop  Closets,  converted  to  W.C.’s,  with 

3 

fresh  water  flush 

None 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  put  in  ... 

8 

20 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (continued) 


Scavenging 


Smoke  Nuisances 


No. 

No. 

No. 


of  privies  cleansed 
of  ashpits  cleansed 
of  portable  receptacles  cleansed 


No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  Refuse  re- 
moved from 
every  house 
in  the  dis- 
trict except 
very 
isolated 
houses. 
Removed 
fortnightly 
at  Broad- 
way, 

monthly  in 
other 
villages. 


No.  of  ashpits  removed  and  ash  bins  provided 
How  often  is  house  refuse  removed?  ... 


No.  under  observation 
No.  abated  


Offensive  Trades 
(Sec.  1 1 2 P.H.A. 
1875,  Sec.  51  P.H. 
A. A. A.  1907) 


Water  Supply 


Slaughter  Houses 


Milk 


No.  under  observation  

No.  improperly  conducted 

No.  newlv  established,  with  consent  of  Council 


No.  of  wells  sunk  ... 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 
year 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 
No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 
water  supplies  dealt  with 
Is  there  a deficiency  in  any  parish  or  part  of 
the  District?  If  so,  please  give  name  of 
parish  or  part  ? 


Public  Slaughter  houses  ... 

No.  registered  (private)  

No.  licensed  (private)  

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws  or  defects 
found 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

reported 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  


No.  of  registered  dairy  farms  in  the  area 
Total  No.  of  Retailers  in  district  ... 

No.  of  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) Order  : — 


Pasteurized 

Accredited 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Bottlers 

7 

1 

Retailers 

7 

1 

Producers 

26 

4 

Approximate  No  of  milking  cows  in  the  district 


None 

None 


None 

None 

None 


7 

5 

2 

29 

76 

2 

See 

remarks 

later. 


None 

2 

10 


None 

114 


107 

56 


1400 
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INSPECTOR  S REPORT  (continued) 


Canal  Boats 

No.  of  boats  on  register  ... 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or 

otherwise)  

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 
dealt  with 

1 None 

Lodging-  Houses 

No.  on  Register  

No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws  or  defects 
found  

| N one 

Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings 

No.  on  Register  

No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws  or  defects 
found 

| None 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
consumption 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption: 

1 

Meat  

Other  Foodstuffs 

Cases  of  animals  affected  with  Tuberculosis: 
Oxen 

Pigs  

None 

2 bovine 
carcasses 

2 pigs’ 
heads 
i sheep 
carcass 
i liver  and 
] kidney 

2 

None 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

None 

None 

None 

Other  Matters 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  Cases  dealt 
with 

Verminous  Persons.  Cases  dealt  with 

Verminous  Houses  do. 

Stagnant  Water  do.  

Nuisances  arising  from  domestic  animals 

i 

None 

3 

None 

None 

Legal  Proceed- 
ings 

Convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary 

conditions  ...  

Convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound 
food  

None 

None 

Outbreaks  of  In- 
fectious Disease 
or  other  ab- 
normal illness 
during  the  year 

No  serious  epidemic  of  infectious  disease. 
Eighteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified.  These 
occurred  all  over  the  district.  Other  cases 
notified : 

12  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

6 Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

6 Erysipelas. 

2 Puerperal  Fever, 
i Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 2 Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (continued). 


Have  any  large 
sanitary 
improveme  n t s 
taken  place 
during  the 
year?  If  so, 
please  give 

particulars 

Extension  of  sewer  to  the  cc  Leys,”  Badsey, 
where  several  cesspits  were  abolished. 

Extension  of  sewer  at  Springfield  Lane, 
Broadway,  where  several  cesspits  and  other 
nuisances  were  abolished. 

Alterations  to  sewers  and  new  septic  tank 
for  several  houses  at  Mid-Littleton. 

Extension  of  water  main  to  Bickmarsh 
Lodge. 

1 

1 

1 

What  are  the  chiet 
sanitary 
requirements  of 
the  district  ? 

Renewal  of  water  mains  at  Broadway.  This 
work  is  in  hand.  New  water  supply  to  Childs- 
wickham.  This  work  is  also  in  progress.  Water 
supplies  required  for  Church  Lench,  Rous 
Lench,  Abbots  Morton  and  Inkberrow. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for 
Bretforton.  part  of  Badsey,  Cow  Honeybourne 
and  Church  Honeybourne.  (See  Medical 
Officer’s  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 
Report. ) 

I 

No.  of  cases  of 
Typhoid  or 

Parat  y p h 0 i d 
Fever  during 

the  year  with 
any  notes  as  to 
possible  origin. 

None. 

General  Remarks 

Other  nuisances  abated: 

Cesspits  cleansed  9 

Defective  lavatory  pails  35 

Defective  dust  bins  4 

Sewer  ditches  cleansed  9 

Blocked  sewers  10 

Hovel  used  as  a dwelling  1 

Cesspits  abolished  15 

Under  the  Housing  Act  1930  the  Council’s 
programme  showed  that  105  houses  would  be 
demolished  and  that  78  new  houses  would  be 
erected. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  up  to  31st 
December,  1938, 

67  houses  were  demolished 

52  closed  but  not  demolished 
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Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  for  habita- 
tion as  a result  of  formal  notices,  25. 

Ditto  as  a result  of  informal  notices,  86. 

(Signed)  REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


June,  1939. 


